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EAST  DEREHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


INTERIM  ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  of  HEALTH  for  1940. 


Sec.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA. 

Area,  (in  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  5,313 

f’opulation,  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  5,643 

Population,  (Registrar-Generars  estimate,  mid“1940)  6.262 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  (end  1940)  ...  1,860 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  *0..  £"25,409 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £*97/7/5 


There  was  a widespread  outbreak  of  German  Measles 
followed  by  a similar  epidemic  of  English  Measles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year. 


Extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year 

Totals  M F 


Live  Births 


J Legitimate 
I Illegitimate 


81  47 

2 


34 

2 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  : 13‘25 
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Rate  per  1,000,  (live  and  still),  births  : 


45'97 


Deaths  ... 


92 


55 


37 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  : 14'69 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  there  were  no  deaths  from 
Puerperal  Sepsis  or  other  puerperal  causes. 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  ...  ...  35’29 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  36’ 14 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer,  (all  ages)  ...  ...  13 

„ ,,  Measles,  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough,  (all  ages)  ,,,  1 

,,  Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


The  Birth  Rate,  (13‘25  per  1,000  pop.),  is  ri6  higher 
than  in  1939  and  1*4  less  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales — (14’6).  Last  year  the  birth  rate  was  the  lowest 
recorded  for  the  District  and  it  is  19  years  ago  since  the  birth 
rate  was  over  20  per  thousand.  The  average  birth  rate  during 
the  last  ten  years  was  13'88  as  compared  with  21*95  over 
a similar  period  30  years  ago. 

There  were  3 deaths  of  infants  under  one  v<-ar  rf  age,  two 
more  than  in  1939,  the  rate  per  1,000  live  births  being  35  as 
compared  with  14.  In  one  year  only,  viz.  1936,  has  a lower 
infantile  death  rate  been  recorded.  30  years  ago  the  infantile 
death  rate  was  practically  three  times  as  great  as  it  has  been 
in  recent  years:  vi?.  39  for  the  last  decade  as  compared  with 
115  for  a similar  period  30  years  ago. 

The  Death  Rate,  (14’69  per  1,000  pop.),  is  0*82  higher 
than  in  1939  and  0’3  more  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales--(14’3).  The  average  death  rate  for  the  last  decade 
was  12*77  as  compared  with  14*21  for  the  decade  ending  1910. 

In  order  to  make  the  death  rate  for  individual  areas  com^ 
parable  with  that  for  the  Country  as  a whole,  the  Registrar- 
General  provides  an  adjusting  factor  for  each  area  which 
allows  for  dissimilarly  constituted  populations  and  represents 
the  population  handicap  to  be  applied  to  individual  areas. 
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The  adjusting  factor  for  this  year  is  0*87  and  the  niodified 
rate  works  out  at  12*78  to  compare  with  the  National  Kate 
of  14*3. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  60  of  the  92  deaths,  were  of  persons 
over  70  years  of  age,  equal  to  65*2  per  cent,  viz. : 


Total 

M 

F 

70-80  ... 

9 9 9 

32 

17 

15 

80-90  ... 

9 9* 

25 

15 

10 

Over  90  ... 

9 0 9 

3 

3 

, — ^ 

This  is  the  highest  percentage  of  deaths  over  70  recorded 
in  the  District. 

Sec.B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  of  the  District  Council  consists 
of  a part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a Sanitary 
Inspector. 

An  emergency  iaboratoiy  service  has  be-^^n  available  at 
Cambridge,  but  it  has  not  been  found  neces'^ary  to  make  any 
calls  upon  this  organisation, 

A scheme  for  the  provision  of  imrnunis'itioti  against  Diph- 
theria came  into  force  in  May,  but  the  response,  thus  far,  has 
been  disappointing. 

The  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Dereham  has  accom- 
monation  for  96  beds.  16  cases  from  the  Area  were  admitted 
during  the  year. 

S^c.  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Water. 

The  average  daily  consumption  continues  to  rise.  Eleven 
years  ago  it  was  59,600  gallons.  Last  year  it  had  risen  to 
94,488  gals,  and  this  year’s  figure  is  102,910  gals.,  though  the 
amount  supplied  to  the  Swimming  Bath  was  nearly  54,000  gals. 
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less  than  last  year.  The  average  daily  pumping  hours  was  15*9, 
The  increasing  demand  upon  the  Waterworks  gives  rise 
to  some  concern  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  supply.  Storage 
capacity  has  been  very  inadequate  for  many  years,  but  this 
side  of  the  problem,  as  far  as  an  emergency  is  concerned,  has 
been  overcome  by  connecting  the  rising  mains  from  the  well 
and  borehole  direct  to  the  supply  main.  By  this  means  water 
can  be  diverted  from  the  source  of  supply  by  pumping  direct 
to  the  service  mains  without  going  through  the  softening 
tanks.  An  adjustable  release  valve  prevents  the  pressure  in 
the  supply  main  from  rising  too  high. 

Investigation  has  been  made  into  alternative  water  sup, 
plies  available.  Fortunately,  there  are  four  public  pumps  and 
some  40  private  wells  in  the  Town  area,  including  5 large- 
yielding  wells  supplying  industrial  undertakings.  There  is 
also  an  adequate  supply  of  wells  in  the  Toftwood  area. 
Owners  of  these  private  wells  have  been  approached  by  the 
Council  asking  them  to  allow  such  wells  to  be  used  by  the 
public  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

10  new  water  services  and  one  extension  have  been  laid 
and  5 water  services  renev/ed, 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  inflow  to  the  Sewage  Works  has  increased  in  strength 
and  volumie.  Nevertheless,  a satisfactory  final  effluent  has 
been  obtained  throughout  the  year,  though  increased  quantities 
of  sludge  have  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

(3)  Closet  Accommodation. 

2 pad  closets  were  converted  to  W.C’s  during  the  year. 
Since  1930,  229  pail  closets  have  been  converted  to  the  w^ater- 
carriage  system.  Of  these,  2 followed  upon  service  of  statutory 
notices  and  206  as  a result  of  informal  action,  21  being  con- 
verted voluntarily. 

There  still  remain  293  pail  closets  in  the  central  parts  of 
the  Town,  201  of  this  number  being  situated  within  100  feet 
of  the  sewer  mains. 
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(4)  Public  Cleansing. 

16  privy  vaults  have  been  cleaned  out  by  the  Council 
during  the  year. 

The  refuse  dump  is  in  very  good  order. 

(5)  Salvage. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Supply  Scheme,  a Salvage  Com- 
mittee, sponsored  by  the  District  Council,  was  formed  in  May. 
Up  to  the  end  of  1940,  soma  32  tons  of  waste  paper  had  been 
collected  by  the  Council’s  lorry,  sorting  and  baling  being 
done  by  the  Council’s  employees  during  their  spare  time. 
Other  material  collected  comprised  6 tons  iron  scrap,  14j  cwt. 
rags  and  LoJ  cwt.  bones.  Small  quantities  of  aluminium  have 
also  been  received  fairly  regularly.  The  material  collected 
has  been  disposed  of  with  some  margin  of  profit  after  paying 
the  Council’s  workmen  for  their  services. 


From  the  figures  quoted  above,  it  will  be  realised  that 
much  hard  work  has  been  done,  reflecting  the  greatest  credit 
upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  and  his  fellow  workers. 

(6)  Summary  of  duties  carried  out  by  Sanitary 

Inspector. 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  ...  197 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  64 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  22 

(7)  Swimming  Bath. 

The  Swimming  Bath,  which  was  taken  over  by  the 
District  Council  in  1938,  was  open  during  the  Summer  months 
of  the  year,  197,800  gallons  of  water  being  supplied  from  the 
Waterworks. 


Sec.  D. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  houses  erected  in  the  District 
(a)  By  the  Local  Authority 
(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


during  the  year : 
...  Nil 
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• 9 » 


s 

Of  the  latter  figure,  5 were  bungalov/s  and  2 one. 
storey  houses.  Some  additions  and  alterations  to  existing 
premises  were  also  carried  out. 


214  privately  owned,  dwelling-houses  have  been  erected  in 
the  District  during  the  past  9 years. 


Summary  of  houses  erected  by  the  District  Council  up  to 
the  end  of  1940  : 


blousing 


ff 

JS 


Act,  1919 

1923 

1924 
1930 
1936 
1938 


• t ^ 


« 9 « 


• • « 


10 

4 

50 

54 

14 

12 


Total  144 


8 of  the  houses  built  under  the  1938  Act  were  for  the 
relief  of  overcrowding. 

Sec.  B,  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

faj  Milk  Supply— 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

(i)  Number  of  registered  purveyors  of  milk 

(ii)  Number  of  registered  cow-keepers  and 
wholesale  purveyors  of  milk 

Milk  (special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  & 193S  : — 

(i)  Number  of  licensed  producers  of  Accredited  Milk  8 
(ii)  Number  of  licensed  purveyors  of  Accredited  Milk  5 

Milk  Samples : 

55  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the 
County  Council’s  Laboratory  at  Norwich,  22  being  for  tuber, 
cle  bacilli  and  33  for  the  methylene  blue  test.  6 failed  the 
bacteriological  test  and  9 the  methylene  blue  test. 


18 

26 


a 


(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods  : — 

Slaughtering  is  now  carried  out  in  a central  slaughter- 
house under  Government  control.  Pigs  are  slaughtered  in  a 
separate  centre  outside  the  Town. 


Condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves  Sheep  & L, 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 

1 

13 

Organs  or  parts 

1 

*90  *• 

23 

Other  diseases 

Whole  carcases 

« 9 9 ' " ' 

2 

" — — 

Organs  or  parts 

1 

9 9 9 ^ 

59 

^ 14 

Pigs 


4 

19 


21 


Miscellaneous 

58  lbs.  bacon,  80  lbs.  beef,  300  lbs.  frozen  lamb. 


Bee,  F.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 

OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Dis^ease 

Total  cas>es 
notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

K 

1/ 

Nil 

PiiGumotu.t 

B 

3 

3 

Ceiebro-spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

Nil 

Opthalmia  Neonatoruui 

2 

1 

Nil 

Puerpe.al  Pyre:&ia 

1 

Nil 

Whooping  Gough 

IT 

Nil 

1 

Measles  . , 

63 

2 

Nil 

The  two  cases  of  measles  admitted  to  hospital  were 
evacuated  children. 
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AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  Gboxjps 
(years) 

0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

1 20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

63  (fc 
over 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— T 

Pneuraonia 

_ 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Cerebro- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

—5 

spinal  Fever 

! 

Puerperal 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

Pyrexia 

Whooping 

1 

9 

2 

3 

2 

7 

— 

~ 

_ 

— I 



Cough 

i 

Measles 

1 

1 

4 

7 

9 

32 

5 

1 

2 

» i 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1940. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Groups 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F • 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

0 — 1 

1 5 

6 — 16 

i 

1 

" 

5 

2 

— 

— 

16  — 26 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

26  — 36 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35  — 46 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—r 

45  — 55 

1 

— 

— 

1 



65  — 65 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

66  & upwards 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

3 

4 

5 

3 

1 

1 

' 

1 

All  the  fatal  cases  had  been  notified  before  death. 

The  diagnosis  in  one  of  the  pulmonary  cases  notified  was  not 
confirmed  and  four  of  the  notifications  were  inward  transfers. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  74  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on 
the  District  Register,  28  respiratory  and  46  non-respiratory. 
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GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

The  number  of  evacuated  persons  resident  in  the  District 
has  varied  from  month  to  month,  but  the  total  had  diminished 
to  511  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Those  who  are  homeless  have  settled  down  well,  but 
many  of  the  remainder  have  returned  to  their  homes,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  desire  of  husbands  and  wives  to  rejoin  each  other. 
New  arrivals  have  largely  counterbalanced  this  outflow. 

One  common  cause  of  the  return  home  of  a number  of 
the  children  has  been  the  fear  of  the  parents  that  they  should 
lose  the  affection  of  their  children  owing  to  the  growth  of 
mutual  attachment  between  the  children  and  their  foster- 
parents. 

9 houses  have  been  requisitioned  and  6 cottages,  previously 
condemned  under  the  Housing  Act,  have  been  rendered  reason- 
ably habitable  and  taken  over.  However  unsatisfactory  the 
condition  of  these  latter,  all  the  persons  occupying  them, 
greatly  prefer  living  there  to  being  billeted  in  an  occupied 
house.  This  points  to  the  ideal  solution  of  the  problem. 
Most  of  these  houses  have  been  kept  in  a fair  state  of 
cleanliness. 

On  the  17th  December,  an  excellent  Communal  Feeding 
Centre  with  rest-room  attached  was  opened  in  the  Town. 
This  should  greatly  assist  the  difficult  problem  of  cooking  in 
billets. 

In  October,  the  Norfolk  County  Council  opened  a new 
emergency  maternity  hospital  near  Downham  Market  with 
accommodation  for  20  patients. 

NORMAN  E.  D.  CARTLEDGE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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